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Aarhus has a special gift for bringing talent and knowledge from many 
different sectors together through dialogue and co-operation. Dialogue is 
the starting point for any kind of cooperation as well as the prime mover 
for the development of Aarhus as a city. In the centenary of the National 
Exhibition, Aarhus will demonstrate how this manifests itself by utilizing the 
KNOWLEDGE present in the city, tuning in to the PULSE-BEAT of the city, 
and sticking to the ROOTS of the city. 
‘Dialogue’ has been chosen as the overall theme for the centenary celebra-
tion because this was highly characteristic of the spirit of the time in 1909. 
Dialogue and cooperation are also the factors behind the city of Aarhus 
that we know today – and are indeed the factors that will continue to carry 
Aarhus forward. 

The National Exhibition 
– gave the citizens confidence in their city
The National Exhibition in Aarhus in 1909 was 
an excellent example of this. With then only 
60,000 inhabitants, it was a huge achieve-
ment for the city, and the exhibition became a 
milestone in the history of Aarhus. This dem-
onstrated that the grand visions could become 
hard fact, thus inspiring the residents in Aarhus 
to pursue their common goals and create the 
modern city of Aarhus that we know today.
 Even though the buildings from the National 
Exhibition in Aarhus in 1909 were subsequently 
demolished, the event left its very distinctive 
mark on the future development of the city. 
Above all, the Aarhus citizens were now con-
fident that Aarhus could develop into a major 
city. However, in the wake of the event it also 
manifested itself physically in the form of wide 
boulevards, large terraced houses, and villas – 
all beautifully designed.

The National Exhibition in Aarhus 1909
The National Exhibition was an exhibition cover-
ing industry, craftsmanship and culture. It dis-
played examples of what Denmark was capable 
of within these areas in 1909. A total of 1,850 
exhibitors offered their products for display.  
 The landmark of the exhibition was a tall 
electricity tower, erected in the middle of the ex-
hibition area. At various places in the city, there 
were a number of large exhibition halls promot-
ing electricity, transport, and the machinery of 
the day as well as furnishings, gardening, ag-
riculture and fishery. The exhibitions, of which 
there were many, demonstrated how Danish 
families had lived in the past, and presented 
their ideas for what the future would bring them.  
 The old man-of-war, the ‘Fregatten Jylland’, 
was moored in the new basin; the Old Town’s 
Mayor’s House had been erected in the ‘sta-
tion village’; and the Tuborg brewery was high-
lighted by means of a large Arc de Triomphe. 
In the streets of Dalgas Avenue and Marselis-
vej nine beautiful model villas, designed un-
der the direction of the Aarhus architect Egil 
Fischer, were built. Three of these were prize 
villas, and in fact were presented as the 
main prizes in the National Exhibition lottery.  
 In addition to the many exhibitions, a 
number of amusements, including swing-boats 
and merry-go-rounds, a cinema and a dance hall 
were erected in the People’s Park, as well as 
a number of eating places throughout the city. 
There were cattle shows, performance shows by 
riding clubs and sports clubs, dog shows, rabbit 
shows, a balloon ascent and much much more.  
 Africa was represented by means of an 
Abyssinian village - an entire village built with 
round wooden huts and thatched roofs. And 
America was represented by its own section 
within the area, an exhibition which became the 
precursor of the yearly Rebild Festival on the 
fourth of July.
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